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that of the Senustyeh, established only seventy-five years
ago In North Africa. It, however, was the result of a split
in the order of Khudirt'yeh, founded a century and a
quarter before. Most of the orders represented In Syria
and Palestine to-day date from the Middle Ages. The not-
able lack of cohesion now apparent among the branches
existing in these lands, Including those of the mother order
of the Qadiriyeh, by no means represents the theory of or-
ganization actually put in practice when the orders were
established, and still prevailing, though In limited way3 in
the branches of the Qadiriyeh found in North Africa.
With this caution in mind, we may now set forth the
principles and facts at the basis of all the dervish orders.1
At the head of the order is the sheikh, usually resident at
the mother za'wiyeh, or monastery, built near the tomb of
the founder, of whom, according to the rules of many or-
ders, he Is a direct descendant according to the flesh. The
sheikh is the grand master of the order, a veritable pontiff;
its spiritual and temporal director; inheritor of the baraka,
or blessing, imparted to the founder by the Almighty; dis-
tributor of this, through initiation, to others; having a
perfect knowledge of the law of God; exercising the gift of
miracles; and claiming absolute obedience from all his fol-
lowers. Theoretically, he alone is entitled to the name of
sheikh, but in most of the orders this is accorded by courtesy
and usage to all his subordinates, however humble, who, as
his representatives, admit to initiation. Among the Qadi-
riyeh and allied orders these representatives are divided into
two ranks: a member of the higher rank Is called khalffy
(successor, deputy, vicar), who controls the muqud'dims
(prepositi) placed under him, and thus constituting a lower
rank.2 In other orders the title of muquddim alone ob-
1	See the Invaluable work of Dcpont and Coppolani, " Les Confreries
Rellgieuses Musulmanes, pp. 193 ff. (Algcr, 1897); "The Dervishes or
Oriental Spiritualism/7 pp. 191 ff., by J. P. Brown (London, 1868).
Compare "The Religious Orders of Islam/' by E. Sell, of Madras.    This
appeared originally as an article in his "Essays on Islam'7 (1901), but
was republished separately with additions in 1908.
2	Khalt'fah (auu-Lb*) is derived from the word khalf (v^jLU*.), which
means "behind/' and thus signifies a successor or the one left behind.

